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CALL FOR SFR2CC PROJECT SCHOLARSHIP FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2025/2026

Project Background

Kabale University (KAB), in collaboration with Mountains of the Moon University
(MMU), is implementing a three-year project titled “Strengthening Smallholder
Farmer Resilience to Climate Change through Joint Learning, Development, and
Evaluation of Contextualised Solutions” (SFR2CC). The project is being implemented
in the Rwenzori and Kigezi highland regions of Uganda and is funded by the Water and
Development Partnership Programme of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. The
project is being implemented in partnership with Kigezi Women in Development
(KWID) and Joint Effort to Save the Environment (JESE).

The SFR2CC project seeks to connect higher education with smallholder farmers in
Uganda’s highland regions by enhancing two local universities (MMU and KAB). It
focuses on developing an interdisciplinary Master's program in Water Resources at
MMU and reviewing the MSc Environment and Natural Resources at KAB to address
smallholder water management challenges. The project is guided by four objectives:
1) Develop a community-driven interdisciplinary Master's program at MMU and
review the MSc at KAB.
2) Create a gender-responsive research agenda for participatory action-oriented
research on water management.
3) Co-develop and test farm water management innovations suited to the local
context.
4) Establish a platform for multi-stakeholder engagement to facilitate knowledge
exchange between science, policy, and practice.

For this purpose, we invite early-career scientists from Uganda to apply for the SFR2CC
project scholarship. This scholarship aims at enhancing the capacity of early-career
scientists by equipping them with the skills and knowledge needed to tackle on-farm
water management challenges faced by smallholder farmers in the Kigezi and
Rwenzori regions.

Eligibility criteria

Ugandan nationals who intend to apply for the scholarships must meet the basic
criteria

below.
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a. Basic Requirements
Appllcants should;

iii.
iv.

hold at least a second-class upper university degree in disciplines such as
Environmental, Biological, Agricultural, or Natural Sciences, or equivalent;

be nationals and permanent residents of Uganda;

be aged under 35 for males and under 40 for females; and

have obtained an admission letter for the MSc Environment and Natural
Resources from Kabale University.

b. Specific requirements
Eligible Ugandans who meet the basic criteria above must, in addition, submit:

i.

ii.
iii.
iv.

V.
Vi.

A complete scholarship application form;

A typed motivation letter (not more than 1 page)

A curriculum vitae (not more than 2 pages)

A recommendation letter from either the employer or a university staff
member

Certified copies of university degree certificate(s) and transcript(s)

A Copy of National Identification Card or Passport, and/or Birth Certificate

Scholarshlp details

Five scholarships will be awarded, with 40% reserved for female applicants and
candidates from disadvantaged backgrounds. We therefore encourage female
applicants and underprivileged candidates to apply.

The scholarship will last two academic years, commencing in August 2025 and
concluding in October 2027.

The scholarship will cover tuition fees and other expenses as outlined in the
admission letter.

KAB reserves the right not to award all scholarships and/or to allocate them
differently if the applications received do not meet the required quality
standards.

Submlssmn of Scholarship applications

Only applicants who meet the basic and specific criteria may submit
applications.

Soft copy applications shall be mailed to dpgt@kab.ac.ug while physical
applications shall be delivered to the Senior Assistant Academic Registrar,
Directorate of Postgraduate Training.

Applications that have missed any required documents or information shall
NOT be regarded as having met the criteria.

Applications for this scholarship scheme will be accepted until Friday, July 26,
2025, at 5:00 p.m, local time.
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Selection process

The Kabale University scholarship selection committee will conduct the selection
process, including representatives from the KAB-SFR2CC project team, in two steps:
pre-selection of 15 applicants and oral interviews. Pre-selected candidates will be
notified by 30™ July 2025. Shortlisted candidates will be invited to attend an oral
interview by 10" August 2025. The interview will aim at assessing the candidates'
suitability for research potential, motivation, and ability to contribute to the objectives
of the SFR2CC project. The selection of candidates will be based on the following
criteria:

i. Academic Qualifications: Points will be awarded based on the level of
education, the relevance of the degree to the research topic, and the quality of
academic studies.

ii. Academic Potential: Points will be awarded based on relevance and the impact
of previous research experiences. Evidence of academic achievements (e.g.,
publications, conference presentations, research awards) will be evaluated.

iii.  Motivation and Commitment: Points will be awarded based on the candidate’s
motivation for pursuing the scholarship, their long-term commitment to
environmental sustainability, and the connection between the applicant’s
background and future aspirations. Candidates should clearly understand how
the scholarship aligns with their academic and professional goals, and how they
plan to contribute to the field. The motivation letter will play a key role in this
assessment.

iv.  Diversity and Inclusion: This is to ensure a diverse and inclusive selection
process, with particular attention to gender balance and promoting
participation of vulnerable individuals.

Successful applicants will be notified by 20" August 2025. The scholarship is valid only
within the project framework and after the candidate has signed the acceptance letter.
All candidates will receive notification regarding the outcome of the evaluation of their
application.

Inquiries
i. Forinquiries about the admission process at KAB: visit the university website at

https://www.kab.ac.ug; email: dpgt@kab.ac.ug or admissions@kab.ac.ug; or
call 0782860259, 0704583059, 0772572454

ii.  For specific information about the scholarship, call 0783694119. You could also
get in touch with the KAB Project Local Coordinator, Alex Saturday at:
salex@kab.ac.ug
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