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ABSTRACT 

Land is the most important of the natural resources required for the creation of wealth. As a result, 

control of land brings economic power, which in turn, is the basis of social and political power. 

The centrality of land in human life makes it the source of struggle for many countries’ revolutions. 

Land has been, and will continue to be the main stay of Rwanda’s economy, where over 80% of 

its population derives its livelihood from agriculture. This study examines land reforms and 

development of rural small holder farmers in Burera district of Rwanda. The research design was 

a descriptive case with qualitative and Quantitative Data Collection Approaches Which Used 

Random Sampling. To collect data from small holder farmers and purposive sampling from the 

key informants. The sample size consisted of 90 small holder farmers and 15 key informants from 

three randomly selected sectors of Burera district of Rwanda. As research instruments, 

questionnaires and interview were used to collect data from the field. The researcher was based on 

literature review in line with the objectives. The assessment of the land reform policies introduced 

by the government of Rwanda revealed that these reforms need a regular review  based on the 

claims of the beneficiaries and that the government has not supplemented  the reforms with inputs 

such as fertilizers, improved seeds and pesticides which would have effectively benefit rural small 

holder farmers. Nonetheless, the possibility prevails if the potentials available are completely 

exploited by all the stake holders of these approaches: state, community and other interest groups. 

This study gives recommendations on the main tenets of Rwanda national land policy, and a reform 

of the entire land delivery system. It also makes suggestions on land distribution and utilization, 

inheritance of land and access of land to small holder farmers. It is recognized from the outset that 

the dissertation does not give a conclusive treatise on land reforms, there are many more stake 

holders (non government organizations and Burera District officials) within the land sector but the 

issues raised will stimulate an informed discourse in Rwanda on all the important land issues raised 

that small holder farmers are facing. 

 
 


